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suite of rooms for myself and that was at the Grand
Hotel de Shan-hai-kuan.

I managed somehow to pass the night at the place,
and the following morning I took the express for
Peking. Beyond Shan-hai-kuan thecountry appeared
to be more populated and villages were passed every
few minutes. What particularly drew my notice in
the open country spread round me were the groups
of mounds big and small which covered parts of open
fields in all directions and almost all the way. Under
the mounds, I was told, rested the remains of the
departed Celestials of hundreds and possibly thou-
sands of years ago. So great is their number that, it
is computed, they take up nearly a fourth part of the
whole arable land of the Empire and are objects of
such reverence and worship with the people that
when they come in the way of any projected new
road or railway-line, the road or line has to be taken
round them. That morning I was considerably
surprised to find Japanese soldiers mounting guard
at all the stations, and later on the Japanese were
replaced by the Americans who in their turn were
relieved by the French when we reached Tientsin at
mid-day. Here an Englishman entered my com-
partment and from his conversation I gathered that
the Foreign Governments ever since the Boxer
trouble had taken over the control of the railway-
line from Peking to the sea in order to keep a safe
passage for the withdrawal of their subjects in case
of an emergency of a like nature arising in the
capital in the future. On my inquiring as to how the
Germans had fared in the Celestial Empire since the